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✦Intro: I want to show you a picture... It’s called a 

SeaBee.  Notice the sailor hat, the tools in its hands, 

the gun, etc.  Its the symbol of a branch of the Navy 

my father was attached to when I was young.  He was 

assigned to MCB 74, or Marine Construction Battalion 

74.   Dad was a chaplain.  I always thought it was a 

cool mascot.  I even have one stuck on the window of my Grand Prix right 

now.  When MCB74 was in Vietnam in the late 60’s they went into the 

countryside during the day to build bridges (Note that.  It will be important 

later.) for supply lines into the interior. Then during the night, the VC 

(Vietcong) would blow them up.  At least, that’s how my dad summarized it 

all in his letters home.  I want to stick with that bridge-building image and 

take you to another one.
✦This one is that of a priest.  When I say that world, you maybe think of 

high church, religious ritual, or maybe aboriginal gurus casting spells in the 

deep woods.  Maybe the latin root of the term will help.  It is Pontifex.  It 

means literally “bridge-builder.”  The priest was always to build a bridge 

between God and the world.  
✦1.  If I’m a follower of God, I am his priest.
✦The priesthood became a fighting term in the Reformation because it 

seemed that in the church they were more blockade builders than bridge 

builders.  Worship was conducted by the Priest while people observed.  It 

was done in Latin that most people didn’t speak. The Scriptures were not 

written in the common languages either, nor were people encouraged to 

read them.  Religion was done by the professionals alone, a view that still 
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exists among many even in our modern world.  In reaction to all this the 

Christians of the Reformation began calling all church members priests and 

coined the term “priesthood of all believers.” indicating that anyone who 

follows Christ is meant to build bridges between his Kingdom and the 

world.  
✦You will notice in our text that Isaiah also describes God’s people as 

priests. (“And you will be called priests of the LORD, you will be 

named ministers of our God.” Isaiah 61:6, NIV.) It was part of Israel’s 

self-concept.
✦Quoting the book of Exodus, Peter writes in the New Testament...

✦But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him 

who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9, 

NIV).
✦A.   A notable result of this concept, rooted deep in the soil of the 

Scriptures and the Reformation, is the zeal for the privilege of Christian 

learning and discipleship.  That is, no longer was godly training thought to 

be for the unusually religious few who aspired to holiness. No longer was 

worship something observed from a distance.  But Christ-followers 

everywhere began to hear again the calling to let their faith govern their 

own activity, their own businesses, and their own towns.
✦By the way, that is the premise on which our nation was founded.  It 

was founded by Christians who want to be free to use Christian 

principles to govern their land.  And the first bibles ever printed in this 

new country were commissioned and paid for by our first US 
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Congress. At that point in our history, Christians were not keeping 

their religion to themselves.  They wanted it to overflow in everything.  

But it’s not like that now, is it?   And the question is, “Is it not like that, 

because you and I are not like that?”  
✦This week Tuesday our highest court is actually discussing whether 

a man can marry a man in these united states.  Presumably they will 

decide for our states how we may define marriage.  Even though the 

science finds higher cases of depression in children of such unions, 

higher incidences of child sexual abuse, declines in grade point 

averages, and a host of other things... Even though all of human 

history attests to the social institution of marriage as a bond between 

a man and a woman... Even though is in not physically possible for 

two creatures of the same sex to procreate... Our nation is facing this 

ungodly notion.  How did we get here?  Could it be because for too 

long too many God-followers in our nation haven’t seen themselves 

as God’s priests building bridges and making God-connections in all 

walks of life, but rather allowed the faith to become something we do 

for an hour on a weekend?
✦Closely related to being a priest is who we represent and how. 
✦2. If I’m a follower of God, I’m supposed to display him to the world.
✦A.  As a bridge builder a Christian sees his life as conduit through which 

the goodness of God may flow into the world.  Not everyone who takes the 

name of God on understands this however.  It is easy to think of our faith as 

merely our own private, personal outlook on life, something to be kept to 

myself, separated from state, or culture, or even sharing with another 
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citizen.  This however is not at all what serious followers of God have been 

like down through history.
✦The other day I met a teller at a store who had a Bible verse 

tattooed on his forearm.  I asked him if he knew what it said.  He 

quoted the general idea.  I then asked him what he believed in or 

what it meant to him.  But he didn’t want to talk about it.  He brushed 

the conversation aside with “Oh, I have my own sort of spirituality.”  

And that’s what we’ve bred in America.  Have your own spirituality.  I’ll 

have mine.  Freedom of religion has become any religion or spiritually 

is equally valid and helpful.  None of them really mean much.  No 

religion or spirituality is particularly valuable or necessary.  But this is 

not Christianity, and not even close.  Christians are out to turn the 

world into devoted followers of Jesus.  Christianity believes in one 

God who owns every square inch of soil, and every beating heart 

whether you believe in him or not.  Christianity teaches that one day 

every single knee will bow, and the tongue in every mouth world-

around will admit, or happily declare that Jesus is Lord!  
✦(We have the same aim, surprisingly, as Islam: to convert the 

world, only we don’t do it a knife point by chopping off your 

head as has happened in both Egypt and Libya in recent 

months. And our government doesn't say, or do anything about 

it under the supposedly compassionate disinclination to 

promote one religion over against another.)
✦In our text you see it in v3. God’s followers are to be oak trees, their godly 

(righteous) habits specifically pointing to God, “display”ing his glory.
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✦Paul says the same...For we are God’s workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10, NIV).
✦Jesus said it before Paul: “In the same way, let your light 

shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 

praise your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16, NIV.
✦B.  Listen church, one of the reasons our Supreme Court is right now 

about to consider changing the God-ordained definition of marriage, as old 

as history itself, is because we Christians have forgotten to be bridge-

builders, and to see ourselves as called to display God in culture, in 

politics, in economics, in education, in everything.  Less than 50% of 

people identifying as Christian even voted in the last election!  God is not a 

private concept.  Either he’s God or he isn’t.  If he is, by definition he owns 

us all, and his way is best. This country was started by Christians seeking 

to live Christ’s ways, by biblical laws. But somewhere along the line, we 

have wandered away from being priests to the world.  We have settled for 

being “free to worship” by ourselves and let the "living as Christian" fall 

away.  Even our White House has taken to speaking of “freedom of 

worship” instead of “freedom of religion.”  There’s a huge difference and 

they know it. 
✦A faith that is not lived is a faith that is not alive.  Listen, the world 

might think that all we are about is an hour of singing on Sundays 

when there’s nothing else on the calendar, and then going to heaven 

when we die.  But God has invited us, even commissioned us, to 

change the world.  It’s all there in the model of Isaiah 61, which Jesus 
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quoted about himself: to preach good news to the poor, comfort the 

broken, release the captive, change ashes into beauty, and despair 

into praise.  Christianity teaches that Christians need to look for God, 

display God, speak for God, rejoice in God, serve God in every walk 

of life.  
✦This by the way is why Christians have consistently led the way in 

education.  Take just the Ivy League schools for example; Harvard, 

Yale, Princeton.  Every one started by Christians as seminaries!  In 

fact, all but one of the schools started before the American Revolution 

were begun to serve Jesus Christ, and 92% of the first 138 

universities founded in America were started by and for Christians. 

The first university ever was established in Paris in the twelfth century 

by Christians.  Then Rome, Napels, Vienna, Heiderburg.  All started 

by Christians and called “universities” because there they would 

study all the things God created in the universe.   
✦Maybe you wonder from time to time why we go through the 

efforts of holding Sunday School classes, and youth meetings, 

or why this church actually raises funds to help our members 

can take advantage of Christian education if they want it. Well, 

it comes down to the understanding that if Jesus is Lord of the 

universe, then he’s Lord of the university as well.  If Jesus is the 

Maker of all things, then he is also the Owner of all things.  That 

makes engineering a God-enterprise.  It makes music a God 

gift.  It means horticulture points to God as much as human 

culture.  Small wonder that it was a Christian “priest” (monk) 
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who is called the father of modern genetics.  Small wonder that 

it was Christian monks that first developed eye-glasses.  The 

same gave us modern music notation, developed specifically to 

spread music in the church. Small wonder that it was 

Christianity that planted the American nation. John Quincy 

Adams, our nations sixth president said, “The highest glory of 

the American Revolution is this: it connected in one indissoluble 

bond the principles of civil government with the principles of 

Christianity.”
✦3. If I am a follower of Christ, I am called to speak his life into our 

world.  That is, part of our calling to build bridges between God and the 

world is to build verbal bridges. 
✦Yes, you are a model of Christ, a display of his ways, and his love.  But I 

want to note this here because too often God-followers say nothing about 

their faith and it’s principles, easing their consciences by telling themselves 

they will be good, moral, and upstanding models, or examples. But folks, 

maximum impact requires clear communication.  There is no way around it. 

God’s priests are communicators. Let me give you a few simple examples.
✦#1.  Years ago, while they were still in grade school, one of my boys 

was standing under the trees lining the road in front of our house. He 

was having a discussion with a neighbor boy about property rights.  

You, know, one of those “I-can-do-what-I-want-here-because-you-

don’t-own-the-sidewalk” discussions.  That’s when my son made a 

simple God-connection. “Well yeah, actually God owns all the land 

but he’s letting us use this part of it for now.”  Now, granted, it wasn’t 
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deep theology, but I’m not saying it has to be. What I’m saying is that 

as God-priests in this world our job is to keep God in the mix. To build 

bridges.
✦#2.  Jeff Yourison was a a street corner waiting for the light to 

change.  Kevin spoke up.  “I’ve been watching you and I think you are 

very strange.  Nobody, and I mean nobody, waits for the light to 

change before crossing the street. Why do you?”  Jeff explained, 

“Well, for one, I never used to wait, until I was struck by a car while 

the “Don’t Walk” light was lit.  For two, I got a ticket and a fine. 

Apparently the police don’t buy the “everyone does it” thing. and for 

three, I ran across a verse in the Bible that exhorts believers to obey 

the government that God allows over us.”  Kevin was stunned.  And 

so began a long, slow struggle for Kevin and a friendship with Jeff 

that eventually resulted in Kevin’s conversion and faith in Jesus 

Christ as Lord.
✦If you want to bring God into the mix of your live with clear 

communication, the simplest way to do it is to be interacting with God 

on a daily basis, and then simply share what you’re learning in the 

discussions of your life. Tell your own stories.  Think out loud from the 

standpoint of your faith.  Parents, do it with your children.  Citizens, 

do it with your congressional leaders.  Teachers, do it with you class. 

(And by the way, that’s the beauty of Christian education: the 

Christian classroom gets to intentionally and openly make God 

connections whether studying fossils or calculus. Listen, there is no 

such thing as mere information.  All facts are couched in a 
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philosophical outlook, or a worldview.  Believers have the words of 

life.  We have the message that goes beyond this world!  We are 

ordained to make God-connections in our world!  Make the 

connections!
✦Conclusion:  
✦The culture of OT Israel was all about building bridges to God in everyday 

life.  That’s really what the ceremonial laws were all about; reminders of 

theology.  For example, they were not to mix polyester and cotton in the 

same fabric.  Seems obscure enough to us, but they knew why: simply as a 

reminder that God calls us to live pure lives. But when the connection is 

never mentioned, when observations are never verbalized, the significance 

is lost as we trade living conscious of God for empty ritual.  If you are a 

believer reading the text of Isaiah 61 today, I hope you realize that God has 

placed you on this planet as his priest.  You are here in part, to display the 

splendor of the God who owns it all.  I hope you will rise to that calling.  I 

hope you will go to websites like Family Research Council and read the 

news, and contact your leaders, and speak the Kingdom of God into your 

culture.  I hope the commands of Dt6 will suddenly begin to seem far more 

crucial than you thought before.
✦“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the 

LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be 

upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them 

when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you 

lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands 

�9



Am I a Priest?, Isa.61:1-6
series

and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the door-frames of 

your houses and on your gates.” Deuteronomy 6:4-9, NIV.
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